2-ethoxy-l-pyrroline (IIb) were prepared from 2-pyrrolidinone (I) by treating it with dimethyl sulfate,"
and triethyloxonium fluoroborate respectively. These 2-alkoxy-l-pyrrolines were converted to 3-bromo-2-alkoxy-l-pyrroline (III) in 45-50% yield by refluxing them with an equivalent amount of NBS in carbontetrachloride. Azetidine-2-carboxylic acid (V). a) 3-Bromo-2-methoxy-1-pyrroline (IIIa) (5g) was refluxed in 3 N HCI solution (70ml) for 2hr.
Water and hydrogen chloride was removed under reduced pressure and the residue was dissolved in 50ml of water. This solution was added dropwise to the refluxing solution of Ba(OH)z • 8H2O (14 .7g in 500ml of H2O) with stirring. The addition required 2 hr. Diluted sulfuric acid (4N) was added to adjust pH at 6.0. The precipitate was removed by centrifugation and the supernatant was concentrated to 10ml. Hot methanol was added and the precipitate was filtered. The filtrate was concen trated and the residue dissolved in a small amount of water. This solution was placed on the column of Dowx 50w-x8 (100ml) and after washing with water, the imino acid was eluted with 1 N ammonia solution. The fractions which contained the imino acid was concentrated and the residue was crystallized by the addition of methanol.
Yield 1.50g (53%). 
